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the impact of investments in information
technology and the influences of electronic
commerce and related technologies on the
economy. These experts shall consider new
indicators for the information economy, new
types of data collection, and new research
that could be undertaken by organizations in
the public and private sectors. To broaden
public understanding of the impact of elec-
tronic commerce, the Department of Com-
merce shall publish a follow-up report to the
‘‘Emerging Digital Economy’’ report it issued
this year.

Sec. 5. The Secretary of Commerce and
the Administrator of the Small Business Ad-
ministration shall develop strategies to help
small businesses overcome barriers to the use
of the Internet and electronic commerce.
The initiative shall consider the need to train
Federal Government employees who have
contact with small businesses on the use of
the Internet and electronic commerce; iden-
tify commonly used Government products
and forms that should be moved to the Inter-
net to enable small business to use the Inter-
net to interact with the Government; and de-
velop an outreach plan to enhance electronic
access to information and services that can
assist small businesses’ development using
the Internet and electronic commerce.

Sec. 6. The directives in sections 1–5 of
this memorandum and my July 1, 1997, di-
rective shall be conducted subject to the
availability of appropriations and consistent
with the agencies’ priorities and my budget.

Sec. 7. The Vice President shall continue
his leadership in coordinating the United
States Government’s electronic commerce
strategy. Further, I direct that heads of exec-
utive departments and agencies report to the
Vice President and me through the Elec-
tronic Commerce Working Group in 1 year
on their progress in meeting the goals of the
July 1, 1997, directive as well as their accom-
plishments under this memorandum.

William J. Clinton

Statement on the Death of
Dante Fascell
November 30, 1998

Hillary and I were saddened to learn of
the death of former Florida Congressman
Dante Fascell. Just last month, I had the
privilege to award Congressman Fascell with
the Medal of Freedom for his 38 years of
dedicated public service in the U.S. House
of Representatives.

Dante Fascell contributed immeasurably
to America’s national security, to our leader-
ship in the global economy, and to our quality
of life. He demonstrated an unwavering com-
mitment to civil rights, environmental pro-
tection, and openness in Government. Dante
served as the chairman of the House Foreign
Affairs Committee for 9 years, supporting
emerging democracies, pressing for arms
control, and promoting fair trade and dialog
among nations. His achievements are a testa-
ment to his vision and leadership. We will
miss this true hero, whose selfless conduct
as a public servant set a shining example for
all Americans. Our thoughts and prayers go
out to his wife, Jeanne-Marie, his two chil-
dren, and the entire Fascell family.

Statement on the Death of
John Stanford
November 30, 1998

Hillary and I are deeply saddened to learn
of the death of General John Stanford. His
life was marked by bravery and dedicated to
the service of his country. From Vietnam to
the Pentagon to the public school classrooms
of Seattle, America is lucky to have been
blessed by General Stanford’s leadership,
compassion, and vision. After 30 years of
military service, the general brought his own
infectious brand of courage and optimism to
a new battle. He streamlined and reinvigo-
rated Seattle’s schools, inspiring his students
to strive for excellence and an entire commu-
nity to believe once again in their public
schools. Our thoughts and prayers go to his
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